CHAPTER VIII

THE SYNTHETIC RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCES
OF S'RI RAMAKRSNA

THE truths of religion depend ultimately on the facts of
personal experience. It is the concrete life of spiritual genius
that gives meaning and validity to the concepts of religion.
The best proof of the being of God lies in the being in God.
Religion is the science of specialisation in God. It is neither
a blind dogma nor an empty formula, but a concrete realisation
of God. The godliness that is unfolded in the life of a saint
is the only test of the Absolute of philosophy. The science of
religion is an inductive process which eliminates the local and
the accidental in the varieties of spiritual experience and
thereby establishes its essential truths. It is the negative
method of ( neti, neti \ in which the self is discovered by the
elimination of the non-self and ahankdra. The seeker after
God has first to abandon the false values of sense and sensibil-
ity before he attains oneness with the Infinite which is the
real source as well as the goal of life. The finite, perishing
things of life ought to be renounced before the eternal is
realised. In this way the finite self is merged in the Divine
and becomes His surest evidence.

The life of S'ri Ramakrsna affords an inspiring example,
in modern times, of the manifold ways of mystic experience
and the synthetic insight into their common goal.  He is in